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The Foundation of Cartier’s Future, Gathered in Osaka.

Cartier is co-exhibiting the Women's Pavilion at the current Osaka, Kansai  
Expo. How is this Maison, known for captivating the world with innovative 
creations, working to promote art and culture and contribute to a more 
equitable society? Here, we showcase three events held in May in Osaka.

Narrating the voice of Mother Earth through music.

Cartier has supported a large number of musicians, and on May 23, it held a 
concert to commemorate the opening of the Women’s Pavilion. We took 
the opportunity to speak with Fazil Say, composer of the new concerto 
“Mother Earth,” conductor Simone Menezes, and pianist Kyohei Sorita, who 
observed the concert.

World-renowned pianist and composer Fazil Say created the piano 
concerto “Mother Earth” commissioned by Cartier. Its world premiere was 
performed at The Symphony Hall in Osaka. Fazil spoke of his enthusiasm for 
the performance:

“Although I have created a number of works with themes relating to nature, 
I believe this will be the most important one of all.”

The work is composed of four themes: earth, forest, sea, and river. It 
captivates the audience with a series of sections that express the dynamic 
pulse of Earth, voices of birds and other animals in the forest, and the 
waters of seas and rivers. Fazil cares deeply about the natural environment. 
In 2019, he participated in demonstrations against large-scale deforestation 
caused by gold mining in the Ida Mountains of his native Turkey. He gave a 
concert in a forest that attracted around 50,000 people, and it became 
one of the movements that stopped deforestation.

Conductor Simone Menezes is also deeply concerned about the Amazon 
forest in her home country of Brazil.

                   
56 / 5,000
World-renowned pianist and composer Fazil Say has composed a piano concerto, "Mother Earth", commissioned by Cartier.
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“Nature is always singing songs. The question is whether or not we humans 
listen. At the beginning of the 20th century, a number of musicians began 
listening to the sounds of nature. In the program of this performance are 
some major examples of that: Claude Debussy’s ‘La Mer’ and Heitor Villa-
Lobos’ ‘Floresta do Amazonas.’ Now in the 21st century, at a time when 
environmental awareness is rising, Fazil’s music has done a tremendous job 
of conveying a sense of awe toward nature.”

“Mother Earth” also alludes to humanity’s responsibility towards nature. 
Simone continues:
“Classical music has long portrayed human emotions, but I want to portray 
what nature is trying to communicate to humans.”

Fazil has placed his full trust in Simone as artistic director. “When I began my 
career 30 years ago, all conductors were men. But now, the number of 
female conductors is growing, and among them, Simone is a prominent 
figure on the global stage.”
On this day, Kyohei Sorita watched “Mother Earth” from its rehearsal and 
was deeply moved after witnessing the birth of a concerto.
“The world premiere of a musical piece is a tense moment for its composer. 
I could feel Fazil’s passion for ensuring that this would be a success, no 
matter what,” Sorita stated. He touched on how particular Fazil was about 
the final movement during rehearsal, and how he directed it right up to the 
very end.
“He changed how the different timpani mallets were used, which gave the 
piece a more defined shape and a wild, untamed edge in the actual 
performance. Another thing that stood out was how he called for a 
crescendo, which brought fresh energy into the piece.”

Sorita visited the Women’s Pavilion before the concert and commented, “I 
believe that supporting women’s advancement also empowers the next 
generation. The fact that I’m able to perform at the Salzburg Festival this 
summer at the age of 30 is also connected to this social shift. Talent should 
be used not for yourself, but for others. This is why I want to be involved in 
music on a global scale.”
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Women’s Pavilion 
Our solidarity and the world of the future, starting with stories of the 
individual. 

The Women’s Pavilion encourages people to listen to others’ stories and 
reflect on their own, while fostering dialogue and collaboration to address 
challenges. At the opening ceremony, changemakers from around the world 
shared in the pavilion’s belief that “when women thrive, humanity thrives.” 

The Women’s Pavilion in collaboration with Cartier is on exhibit at the Osaka 
World Expo. Realized through a partnership with the Cabinet Office, the 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and the Japan Association for the 
2025 World Exposition, it shines a light on gender equality and promotes 
collective dialogue. At the entrance to the exhibition space on the first floor, 
visitors are encouraged to share their names out loud and vicariously 
experience the lives of three women from different backgrounds by 
listening to their stories. Echoing across borders, the voices of these 
women coalesce into a large wave. At the end of the experience,  visitors 
exit the pavilion empowered and encouraged by a chorus of voices left 
behind by those who came before them. 

 Over six months during the EXPO, the “WA” space on the second floor will 
host more than 150 sessions open to everyone (reservation required). The 
programs will follow six themes, including gender, innovation, and arts and 
culture, and will provide a space for the public to consider and discuss the 
future together with guests. 

The pavilion’s opening ceremony was held on May 21, and the EXPO Hall 
featured a wide variety of international figures, including the poet and 
writer JJ Bola, originally from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and 
Tetsuko Kuroyanagi. They touched on their life stories while championing 
the importance of global collaboration that is truly fair and compassionate. 
Cartier Japan President & CEO June Miyachi delivered a powerful speech at 
the event. 
“We can be stronger together. And we can create change.” 
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Cartier Women’s Initiative 
A community that serves as a source of power for women entrepreneurs 
transforming the world. 

The Cartier Women’s Initiative is a support program for international 
women social entrepreneurs. The Impact Awards ceremony held in Osaka 
brought together talented women from around the world. It was filled 
with excitement and applause in admiration of the strength of these 
women who face the problems before them head-on. 

On May 22, the day after the Women’s Pavilion opening ceremony, the 
Cartier Women’s Initiative Impact Awards Ceremony was held at the 
Performing Arts Center in Sakai City. Under the theme “Forces for Good,” 
nine social entrepreneurs were selected from the Cartier Women’s 
Initiative fellows for their impact in three categories: preserving the planet, 
improving lives, and creating opportunities. Each awardee leads a business 
aligned with the UN’s SDGs, collectively addressing all 17 goals. 

 The ceremony began with dance and musical performances by Japanese 
artists, followed by a screening of the short film “Shaping the Future.” It 
was hosted by Sandi Toksvig, an author, broadcaster, and advocate for 
gender equality. With fondness and elation, she celebrated the 
achievements of the award winners who had gathered from around the 
world. Some examples include Kristin Kagetsu from India, who empowers 
women by providing a sustainable solution to menstrual products with 
biodegradable sanitary pads made of banana fibers; Caitlin Dolkart from 
Kenya, who developed a centralized emergency response platform that 
has vastly reduced ambulance response times throughout East Africa; and 
Rama Kayyali from Jordan, who created a digital platform for children 
throughout the Middle East to improve Arabic language literacy and tackle 
educational poverty. 
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 Established in 2006, the Cartier Women’s Initiative recognizes and 
supports women entrepreneurs who use the power of business to enact 
meaningful change. It has fellows from 66 countries and has provided grant 
funding totaling over $12 million. It has established a global network of 
over 500 changemakers. The ceremony was filled with the energy of these 
women who create change across borders and circumstances, and shone a 
hopeful light on the future. 
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Responsible Luxury: Passing Universal Beauty on to the Future

Cartier is a responsible Maison that not only produces beautiful creations 
but also actively engages with social issues like gender equality and 
environmental protection. This commitment to realizing a better future is 
clearly reflected in the Women’s Pavilion that Cartier is presenting at 
Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan, as well as in its recent artistic and 
cultural activities.

Celebrating Women’s Potential Towards a Sustainable Future

Cartier, in collaboration with the Cabinet Office, the Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry, and the Japan Association for the 2025 World 
Exposition, is presenting the “Women’s Pavilion in collaboration with 
Cartier.” Based on the concept “When women thrive, humanity thrives,” it 
aims to realize a sustainable society where all people can live as equals and 
have the opportunity to realize their full potential. At the venue, through 
the experiences and perspectives of women, visitors can gain an 
understanding of the importance of gender equality and insights into its 
realization.

After passing through the entrance, a front garden adorned with pine 
trees and flowers appears, like an oasis to escape the hustle and bustle of 
the Expo site. In perfect harmony with this abundant nature is the façade, 
designed by architect Yuko Nagayama, which reuses materials from the 
Japan Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai. “Like a machiya townhouse, we 
created a passage garden and a courtyard to seamlessly connect the 
interior and exterior, and we planted trees from the mountains around 
Osaka to create a lush garden of life,” says Nagayama. The trees in the 
front garden, along with those in the “Upper Garden” on the pavilion’s 
second floor, will be returned to the mountains of Osaka after the Expo.
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The installation inside the pavilion is curated by artist Es Devlin. “For me, 
the Expo is ‘a collection of unique musical instruments,’ and I see it as ‘a 
place where each pavilion, as a different instrument, sends out a message 
on the world stage for six months,’” says Devlin. It provides an immersive 
space where visitors can experience the lives of three women, including 
novelist Banana Yoshimoto. The aim is for visitors to perceive gender 
issues as their own, and for that understanding to lead to concrete action.

A One-Night-Only Concert Celebrating the Earth and the Future: “Mother 
Earth”

As a responsible Maison, Cartier is also dedicated to supporting the arts. 
The “Mother Earth” concert held in Osaka became a special stage that 
strongly reflected this spirit.

Sharing a Passion for Art and Championing Diverse Talent

Cartier respects the power of creation – from craftsmanship to art and 
architecture – and supports diverse talent. It also sees music as an 
important element of art and culture and supports the musical community. 
Furthermore, through various projects, it is building rich connections with 
musicians and audiences.

This May, to commemorate the opening of the Women’s Pavilion at the 
Osaka-Kansai Expo, it held the “Mother Earth” concert. Simone Menezes, 
who served as artistic director and conductor, says “I believe that classical 
music has a profound and universal power that resonates deeply with 
everyone, not just music lovers. My goal is to create concepts and projects 
that have a deep, global, and timeless impact.” She also shared her 
impressions of the pavilion. “The experience at the Women’s Pavilion was 
truly moving. Beauty, simplicity, elegance, and profound meaning are fused 
together, and I gained many insights from the stories of the women 
featured. The challenges faced by women were movingly depicted 
through beauty in a very delicate and sophisticated way.”
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Expressing the Preciousness of the Earth with the Power of Emotive 
Music

Three pieces were performed at the concert, and the one that gathered 
the most attention was the world premiere of the piano concerto 
“Mother Earth.” Fazıl Say, who has been referred to as a musical genius, 
performed with the Osaka Philharmonic Orchestra. In fact, this piece was 
composed by Say at the request of Cartier. Inspired by one of the 
pavilion’s themes, the “Great Earth,” he created a work that addresses 
the climate crisis.

This piece is composed of seven small parts, such as earth, forest, sea, 
and rivers. While there are passages that are brimming with vitality, there 
are also parts that seem almost on the verge of dying out. It expresses 
death and life,” says Fazıl. A variety of instruments recreate the sounds 
of nature, depicting its beauty, gentleness, and harshness, while also 
playing the sorrowful cry of the earth.

At the concert, Fazıl performed with great passion and expression, at 
times stamping his feet to keep rhythm. “We always hope for a 
democratic and peaceful earth for all people. That is precisely the reason 
we devote ourselves to art,” says Fazıl. The concert was met with a 
standing ovation from the audience and concluded with great success.
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"Empowerment" at the Osaka-Kansai Expo: The Full Picture of the 
Cartier Women's Pavilion

The 'Women's Pavilion in collaboration with Cartier' is currently exhibiting 
at the Osaka-Kansai Expo. Cartier, in joint exhibition with the Cabinet 
Office, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and the Japan 
Association for the 2025 World Exposition, is presenting a pavilion based 
on the concept of “Living Together, Designing Together, For the Future”, 
international artists and activists who support women's empowerment, it 
offers visitors an immersive experience that inspires. In late May, one 
month after the opening of the Expo, a ceremony to celebrate the 
opening was held, along with celebration events. Over the course of 
three days, Cartier's advanced initiatives will be showcased through 
experiences inside and outside the pavilion.

A Pavilion Embodying Cartier's Vision

Cartier views gender equality and women's empowerment as a 
responsible action for a luxury Maison, and has been actively engaged in 
awareness-raising activities and continuous support. At the Osaka-
Kansai Expo, following the Dubai Expo, the Women's Pavilion is being 
presented again. Located next to the Japan Pavilion outside the Great 
Roof Ring in the East Gate Zone, the Women's Pavilion is marked by a 
facade made of a combination of pure white three-dimensional lattices. 
The Kumiko facade, designed by architect Yuko Nagayama for the Japan 
Pavilion at the Dubai Expo, which combines Japanese tradition and 
modernity, has been reused at the Osaka-Kansai Expo, breathing new life 
into it as the Women's Pavilion.

Immersive Storytelling Experience: Following the Route Inside the 
Pavilion
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Passing through 'THE GARDEN' at the entrance, where the blue sky peeks 
through the Kumiko facade, you enter the two-story pavilion following the 
audio guide from the headset distributed at the entrance. You register your 
name, which becomes the main character of the journey, by voice, and the 
experience at the pavilion begins. Es Devlin, a British contemporary artist 
who has worked on the closing ceremony of the London Olympics and 
numerous set designs, serves as the Global Artistic Lead for the pavilion.

First, guests are welcomed into the 'THREE WOMEN' room. Short films by 
Es Devlin and film director Naomi Kawase, featuring three women – 
novelist Banana Yoshimoto, poet and activist Emtithal Mahmoud, and 
environmental activist Xiye Bastida – are projected. Visitors are led to a 
story in 'THREE PATHWAYS' that follows the life of one of these three 
women, and proceed through the door.

After virtually experiencing the journeys of three women of different 
nationalities, ages, and professions, visitors pause for a moment and enter 
the 'MA' space to confront themselves. Here, in the Expo venue where 
many people visit every day, they spend a moment of silence.

The 'PUZZLE BOX' is a learning room where statistical data on women in 
modern society from UN WOMEN, as well as the current state of gender 
equality and actions by leaders from various countries, are projected. There 
is also an interactive exhibit where you can touch the options displayed on 
the screen to diagnose your own leadership type.

And in the final room, 'YOUR HAND' 14 diverse role models appear. When 
you hold your hand over each character's booth, which appears with visual 
effects, an uplifting message emerges – that's the mechanism.

Climbing the stairs to the second floor, the open-air garden 'UPPER 
GARDEN' spreads out expansively. The plants in the pavilion, designed by 
landscape designer Toshiya Hagino, are mainly composed of local plants, 
and the trees will be returned to the local mountains after the Expo.
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During the Expo, in the 'WA' space on the second floor, over 150 events 
such as lectures and panel discussions will be held regularly under six 
themes, inviting world-renowned experts and visionary leaders. These 
events will provide the audience with opportunities to think and 
encourage them to take a step towards action. Anyone can participate 
with advance reservation. In June, Hidetoshi Nakata, Tetsuya Kumakawa, 
fashion designer Gabriela Hearst, SHELLY, and others are scheduled to 
speak. The website is constantly updated with the latest information.

Chitose Abe, designer and creative director of 'sacai' is in charge of the 
pavilion's attendant uniforms. The uniforms feature a white shirt paired 
with gray pants, characterized by sacai's signature silhouette and details.

Highlights of the Celebration Event Attracting Global Attention

As part of the celebration events, ceremonies and concerts will adorn 
the stage of the Expo. On May 21st, the opening ceremony was held at 
the EXPO Hall within the Expo site. Approximately 1600 people from 
Japan and abroad rushed to celebrate, adding glamour to the special day.

At the opening ceremony, under the main theme of “Living Together, 
Designing Together, For the Future” in addition to poetry readings and 
drum performances, speeches were given by global leaders who have 
embodied women's empowerment. In the finale, to the accompaniment 
of Japanese drums and gagaku music, Anna Sato, a singer from Amami 
Oshima, sang her original song 'A Flower Blooming in the Heart' which 
praises the nature of ancient Japan, with a powerful voice that 
resonated throughout the venue. Combined with the stage production 
by Es Devlin, it captivated the approximately 1600 spectators in a 
whirlwind of emotion.
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On the following day, the 22nd, the Cartier Women's Initiative (CWI) 
Impact Awards ceremony, a support program for women entrepreneurs 
founded by Cartier, was held in Sakai City, and nine women 
entrepreneurs who are making an impact on society were recognized. 
This program, which is in its 19th year since its founding in 2006, has 
produced approximately 330 fellows in 66 countries. Currently, CWI is 
recruiting for the 2026 program, further supporting the success of 
women entrepreneurs.

The three-day celebration event concluded with a special 
commemorative concert, 'Mother Earth' At the performance held at 
The Symphony Hall in Osaka, Fazıl Say's piano concerto 'Mother Earth' 
was premiered under the direction of Simone Menezes, in collaboration 
with the Osaka Philharmonic Orchestra. Inspired by the four elements of 
nature (water, air, fire, and earth), this concerto also contains a deep 
concern and warning message about global warming.

The 'Women's Pavilion' offers learning and awareness by encountering 
the stories of leaders of different nationalities and generations, and by 
touching on social issues related to women from various perspectives. 
Regardless of gender, everyone who visits can draw a better future by 
thinking 'together' about their involvement with society. Why not take 
the first step “Living Together, Designing Together, For the Future” at 
the Women's Pavilion at the Osaka-Kansai Expo?
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